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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
SUB J : IS, EG, PLO 

SUB J : GAZA MAYOR SHAWWA ON ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS 

REF: TEL AVIV 10581 

SUMMARY: MAYOR SHAWWA OF GAZA BELIEVES THA REPORTS OF 


AN ISRAELI PROPOSAL FOR "AUTONOMY" IN THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES ARE A VERY NAGATIVE SIGN. ALTHOUGH SHAWWA 

GAVE NO INDICATION OF ANY CURRENT PLANS TO CONSTITUTE 
A NEW PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP, HE SAID THAT THINGS GENERALLY 
SEEM TO BE MOVING IN THAT DIRECTION AND THAT IT WAS 
QUITE POSSIBLE THAT SOME LOCAL LEADERS IN THE TERRITORIES 
AND SOME PLO MODERATES MIGHT GO THEIR OWN WAY AND 
BECOME THE ACCEPTED LEADERS OF THE PALESTINIANS. SHAWWA 
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THREW COLD WATER ON TALK OF 1948 REFUGEES FROM ISRAEL 
BEING ABSORBED IN ARAB COUNTRIES AND ON JEWISH SETTLEMENTS 
REMAINING AFTER ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED LANDS. HE 
SAID SADAT KNOWINGLY RECEIVED A DELEGATION OF DISCREDITED 
GAZANS IN ORDER TO IMPRESS THE EGYPTIANS WITH HIS PALESTINIAN 
SUPPORT. THE MAYOR WAS COMPLIMENTARY OF AMERICAN EVENHAND- 
OADNESS DURING THE CURRENT INITIATIVES. END SUMMARY 
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1 . EMBOFFS HAD AN LENGTHY SESSION AT MAYOR SHAWWA'S HOME 
EVENING OF DECEMBER 20, ALONG WITH LARRY FABIAN OF CARNEGIE 
ENDOWMENT WHO HAD ARRIVED LATE FOR AN EARLIER SCHEDULED MEETING. 

2. SHAWWA CONTINUED TO BE CRITICAL (REFTEL) OF BEGIN'S AUTONOMY 
PLAN FOR THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AS IT HAS BEEN REPORTED IN 
THE PRESS. IF SUCH A PROPOSAL IS INDEED WHAT THE ISRAELIS ARE 
OFFERING, SHAWWA SAID, THIS IS A VERY NEGATIVE SIGN. HE ADDED 
THAT NO ARAB STATE WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCEPT IT; THAT EVEN IF ALL 
OF THEM DID- WHICH THEY WOULD NOT-THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
WOULD REMAIN; AND THAT IF EGYPT WERE TO ACCEPT SUCH AN IDEA, 

IT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO STAND ALONE, NO MATTER HOW STRONG IT 
IS IN THE ARAB WORLD. TURNING TO PROPOSITION AROUND. SHAWWA 
ASSERTED THAT IF THE ISRAELIS WERE TO GRANT THE PEOPLE OF THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES THEIR MINIMUM DEMANDS (COMMENT: HE BRUSHED 
ASIDE ANY DISTINCITION BETWEEN "DESIRABLE" AND "ATTAINABLE" 

GOALS), VIZ, COMPLETE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE TERRITORIES 
CAPTURED IN 1967 AND THE RIGHT TO ESTABLISH A PALESTINIAN STATE, 

THEN THE ARAB STATES WOULD HAVE NO BASIS UPON WHICH TO CONTINUE 
THEIR STRUGGLE WITH ISRAEL. SHAWWA SAW NO PROBLEM WITH A 5-YEAR 
INTERIM UN ADMINISTRATION AFTER ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 

3. SHAWWA SAID THAT IT WAS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT A NEW PALESTINIAN 
LEADERSHIP MIGHT EMERGE FROM A SPLINTERED PLO AND FROM LOCAL 
LEADERS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. ON THE BROAD SCALE, HE 
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SAID, THINGS SEEM TO BE MOVING IN THAT DIRECTION. (COMMENT: 

SHAWWA DID NOT LEAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE WERE ANY CURRENT 
EFFORTS UNDERWAY TO ESTABLISH SUCH A NEW LEADERSHIP OR THAT 
HE HAD THOUGHT IN OTHER THAN A GENERAL WAY OF HOW IT MIGHT BE 
DONE.) IF THE PEOPLE IN THE TERRITORIES ARE OFFERED THEIR STATE, 

THEY WILL TURN THEIR BACKS ERN THE PLO, SHAWWA EMPHASIZED. "WE 
HAD TO TURN TO THEM BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ONE "INSIDE" PERMIT- 
TED TO SPEAK FOR US, BUT WE WOULD NOT JEOPARDIZE OUR STATE TO 
TRY AND DESTROY ISRAEL." 

4. ASKED WHAT HE THOUGHT OF THE ISRAELI SUGGESTION THAT MOST 
OF THE ARAB REFUGEES FROM 1948 SHOULD BE ABSORBED WHERE THEY 
ARE LIVING, THE MAYOR SHOT BACK THAT THE ARAB STATES WOULD 
NEVER ACCEPT THIS. HE RELATED A COMMENT SADAT HAD MADE TO A 
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VISITING DELEGATION SIX WEEKS AGO THAT THERE SHOULD NO 
LONGER BE "AN EGYPTIAN RAFAH AND A PALESTINIAN RAFAH.” (THE 
1948 LINE RAN THROUGH RAFAH.) THE MAYOR SPECULATED THAT PERHAPS 
SADAT HAD PLANS THAT ARAB REFUGEES WOULD SETTLE IN THE AREA 
BETWEEN AL ARISH AND THE GAZA STRIP. 

5. SHAWWA WAS STRONGLY POPPOSED TO ANY JEWISH SETTLEMENTS 
REMAINING IN ARAB LAND AFTER AN ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. F.Z.F.R 
WEIZMAN HAD ASKED HIM ABOUT THIS RECENTLY. AND HE HAD RESPONDED 
OFFHAND THAT IT WOULD BE ALLRIGHT IF ARABS WERE PERMITTED TO 
ESTABLISH SETTLEMENTS IN ISRAEL. NOW BEGIN IS SAYING ARABS 

CAN LIVE IN ISRAEL, SHAWWA NOTED WRYLY. BUT OF COURSE, HE SAID, 

WE DO NOT HAVE THE WHEREWITHAL TO MATCH ISRAELI SETTLEMENT 
EFFORTS AND BEGIN IS JUST MAKING PROPAGANDA. 

6. GAZA CITY MANAGER ISAM SHAWWA TAGGED SADAT FOR RECEIVING 
THE GAZA DELEGATION LED BY SHEIKH HISHAM KHAZINDAR (WHOSE SON 
HE SAID IS IN AN ISRAELI JAIL FOR POLITICAL REASONS), AND MADE 
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UP MOSTLY OF FORMER EGYPTIAN EMPLOYEES INTERESTED IN COLLECT- 
ING BACK PAY. BOTH THE GAZA DELEGATION AND THOSE ASSEMBLED 
ON THE WEST BANK WERE ORGANIZED AND ENCOURAGED BY THE ISRAELIS, 
SHAWWA SAID. THE MAYOR SAID SADAT KNEW VERY WELL THAT THESE 
PEOPLE WERE DISCREDITED BUT THAT HE WANTED TO HAVE SOME PAL- 
ESTINIANS TO EXHIBIT TO THE EGYPTIANS AS HIS SUPPORT. ISAM 
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SHAWWA ADDED THAT DAYAN PERSONALLY HAD UNSUCCESSFULLY TRIED 
TO COAX THE MAYOR, OR EVEN ISAM, INTO MEETING SADAT IN JERUSALEM. 

7. SHAWWA DISCOUNTED STORIES OF PRESSURES ON KING HUSSEIN FROM 
HIS BROTHER AND UNCLE TO PLAY A PASSIVE ROLE RE THE WEST BANK. 
HUSSEIN S BASIC UNDERSTANDING, ACCORDING TO THE MAYOR, IS THAT 
THE WEST BANK CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT JORDAN AND THAT IT MUST MOVE 
TOWARDS HIM, WILLINGLY OR NOT. AS FOR THOSE IN THE TERRIT- 

IRIES "WHO COUNT," THEY WILL CONTINUE TO AWAIT THE RESULTS 
OF SADAT'S INITIATIVES BEFORE MAKING A MOVE. RE EGYPTIAN- 
SYRIAN RELATIONS, SHAWWA PREDICTED THAT THEY WOULD INEVITABLY 
IMPROVE: IF SADAT FAILS, EGYPT WILL HAVE TO MOVE CLOSER TO 
SYRIA AND IF HE WINS, SYRIA CANNOT REMAIN ISOLATED. 

8. THE MAYOR WAS COMPLIMENTARY OF THE EVENHANDED MANNER 
THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS SHOWN DURING THE CURRENT INITIATIVES. 
HIS ONLY CAVEAT WAS THAT THE U.S. CONTINUES TO GIVE UNQUALIFIED 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY SUPPORT TO ISRAEL WHICH ENABLED IT TO 
REMAIN STUBBORN AND EVEN TO THWART AMERICAN INTERESTS. 

9. COMMENT: THE MAYOR SEES AUTONOMY AS JUST ANOTHER FORM OF 
ISRAELI OCCUPATION AND PERPETUATION OF THE STATUS QUO. HE 

IS SKEPTICAL, BASED ON HIS ADMITTEDLY INCOMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF 
BEHAND THE SCENES MANEUVERS, THAT PEACE WILL COME SOON. BUT 
HE HOPES THAT MIRACULOUSLY IT MIGHT. THIS WAS WELL ILLUSTRATED 
BY THE NEWS IN MID-CONVERSATION THAT WEIZMAN HAD MADE A SUR- 
PRISE VISIT TO ALEXANDRIA: THE PREPONDERANCE OF CRITICISM 
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AND SUSPICION LIFTED MOMENTARILY, THEN RESUMED. 

LEWIS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WEST BANK, PALESTINIANS, PEACE PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV10958 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770477-0619 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 224/aaaaaufe. tel 

Line Count: 205 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b0cecafd-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TEL AVIV 10581 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 143260 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IS, EG, PLO : GAZA MAYOR SHAWWA ON ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS 
TAGS: PDEV, MPOL, EG, IS, (SHAWWA, RASHAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b0cecafd-c188-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



